
Government Agencies  
Correspondence  

A
PPEN

D
IX E 



 

























 











































File No: I 80.5395/N00082
Gregory Sciffer lill11 IIllllllllllIIIIILllLIIl II IIIPCU 002749

RTA

Colin Phillips
Senior Planner
NSW Planning
22−33 Bridge Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Gunnedah Shire Council.Rocglen Coal Extension Project (09_02 l 5).

Department of Planning
Received

1 7 FEB 2010

Scanning Roomj

Dear Sir

Reference is made to your letter dated 23 December 2009 to the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA)
concerning the proposed extension to the existing Belmont Mine.

At present road works are about to commence for the Kamilaroi Highway and its junctions with Bluevale Road
and the Coal Loader Road to cater for the impact of the existing approved mines that use this route, as
required by the previous conditions of consent.

As it appears that there wil be no increase in traffic generation the previous conditions would be adequate for
the proposed extension to the mine.

If a revised study is considered necessary then it should include a review of the transport route that assesses
the impacts on road safety, traffic management, pavements, infrastructure and transport. The criteria listed in
Table 2. l of the RTA's Guide to Traffic Generating Developments should be used. The following specific
issues also need to be considered:

i. Description of the route, operations, junctions and any constraints.
ii. Vehicle types and traffic data.
iii. Sight distances at public and private junctions or accesses.
iv. Pavement widths and condition.
v. Provisions for tuming traffic at junctions and accesses.
vi. Speed management.
vii. Impact on any existing town or school bus routes.
viii. Existing pedestrian and bicycle networks.
ix. Servicing and parking arrangements.
x. Any existing or proposed road maintenance arrangements.
xi. Impact and mitigation measures for any road traffic noise and dust.

The RTA would recommend that AUSTROADS guidelines should be used to assess these issues.

At this time the RTA does not envisage that any further road works will be required on the Kamilaroi Highway
for the proposed development.
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A copy of the RTA's letter for the Canyon Hub study is attached for your information.

For any further enquiries please contact Greg Sciffer (Ph: 02 6640 I 344) for advice.

Yours faithfully

•

s~
/

David Bell
Regional Manager, Northem Region

1 5 −FEB 2010
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Your reference: Lt_WHM03−00 i_I D−RTA 20l 00I 20
Gregory Sciffer

Ms Eryn Bath
GSS Environmental
PO Box 907
HAMILTON NSW 2303

Proposed Canyon Hub Project. Hoads Lane. Boggabri.

Dear Sir

Reference is made to your letter dated 20 January 2010 to the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) concerning
the proposed development.

At present road works are about to commence for the Kamilaroi Highway and its junctions with Bluevale Road
and the Coal Loader Road to cater for the impact of the existing approved mines that use this route.

Any study should include a review of the transport route that assesses the impacts on road safety, traffic
management, pavements, infrastructure and transport The criteria listed in Table 2. i of the PsTA's Guide to
Traffic Generating Developments should be used. The following specific issues also need to be considered:

i,

ll,
Ill.
iV.

V.
VI.
Vii.
Vili,
iX.
X.
XI.

Description of the route, operations, junctions and any constraints.
Vehicle types and traffic data.
Sight distances at public and private junctions or accesses.
Pavement widths and condition.
Provisions for turning traffic at junctions and accesses.
Speed management
Impact on any existing town or school bus routes.
Existing pedestrian and bicycle networks.
Servicing and parking arrangements.
Any existing or proposed road maintenance arrangements.
Impact and mitigation measures for any road traffic noise and dust.

The RTA would recommend that AUSTROADS guidelines should be used to assess these issues.

At this time the RTA does not envisage that any further road works will be required for the Kamilaroi Highway
for the proposed development

For any further enquiries please contact Greg Sciffer (Ph: 02 6640 I 344) for advice.

C/:fhYully

−5 FEB 7010
'−D~vid Bell

Regional Manager, Northem Region

G:\RSTD\General Correspondence\Development Applications\20 l 0\1 0−l 56 Canyon Hub Study.doc
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Eryn Bath

From: Carl Dumpleton [Carl.Dumpleton@planning.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 3 February 2010 3:34 PM
To: Eryn Bath
Subject: Fwd: Rocglen Coal Extension Project (09_0215)

Eyrn, 
  
please find below Gunnedah Council's advice in regards to the DGRs.  
  
Regards, 
   
Carl Dumpleton 
Planner 
Industry & Mining 
Department of Planning NSW 
22-33 Bridge Street, Sydney 
2000. 
Tel: (02) 9228 6283 
Fax: (02) 9228 6331 
 
 
>>> "Hunt - Carolyn" <carolynhunt@infogunnedah.com.au> 28/01/2010 11:16 am >>> 

Carl,  
In regard to the Rocglen Coal Extension Project (09_0215), Gunnedah Shire Council's requirements for the 
extension project would be essentially the same as the original proposal - being, that the Wean Road deviation be 
sealed throughout and dedicated as the public Wean Road.  The existing Wean Road for the deviation section would 
need to be closed. 

Regards,  
Carolyn  

Carolyn Hunt 
Manager Development & Planning | Gunnedah Shire Council  
PO Box 63, GUNNEDAH  NSW  2380  
T: (02) 6740 2122 | F: (02) 6740 2129 | M: 0427 214 124  
E: carolynhunt@infogunnedah.com.au  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 
This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain 
confidential/privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please 
delete it and notify the sender.  
Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not 
necessarily the views of the Department.  
You should scan any attached files for viruses.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- 



 



lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllliPCUO02303

CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

29 January 2010

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Attention: Mr Colin Phillips, Major Development Assessment

Department of Planning
Received

0 1 FEB 2010

Scanning Room

Dear Colin

Re: Rocglen Coal Extension Project (09_0215) − Preliminary Environmental
Assessment − DG Requirements

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into the Director General's
requirements for Environmental Assessment for the Rocglen Coal Extension Project.

Namoi CMA is primarily interested in major developments such as the Rocglen Coal
Extension Project from the perspective of catchment impacts and benefits.

Namoi CMA has two documents which guide development and activities, including
mining, in the Catchment:

e Namoi Catchment Action Plan 2007 (Namoi CAP), and

Extractive Industries Policy (NCMA ElP 2009) for the Namoi Catchment.

The Namoi CAP is a strategic plan which guides natural resource management in the
Namoi Catchment. The major natural resource management assets of the
Catchment are its landscapes, surface and groundwater ecosystems, native plants
and animals and the people and their communities. Within each of these assets,
management targets have been established that address issues identified as having
significant impact on these catchment assets. There are 13 Management targets
within the Namoi CAP which is available from our website
(www.namoi.cma. nsw.gov.au)

Namoi CMA would like the respective management targets considered and
addressed by the proponent in the EA when assessing the impacts, mitigation
measures and risks associated with each environmental and community issue.

The NCMA ElP 2009 details our position on mining in the Namoi Catchment. The
policy contains 10 statements which we would also like the proponent to consider

All Correspondence − PO Box 546 GUNNEDAH NSW 2380
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when preparing the EA. A copy of the NCMA ElP 2009 is attached as Annexure 1.
Within the policy there is a strong emphasis on risk management assessment of the
cumulative impacts, monitoring and evaluation and consideration of the Namoi CAP.

1. Specific Requirements

1.1 Soils and Land Capability

The EA needs to:

@

Address the potential short term and long term impacts on the soils within the
development area. Issues that need to be addressed are the potential for soil
degradation, soil suitability for rehabilitation, and potential erosion impacts.
Measures to manage soils to prevent degradation and methods to monitor and
evaluate soils need to be thoroughly addressed in the EA.

Consider current and proposed land use, capability and suitability especially in
consideration of the management targets within the Namoi CAP:

MTL1 states that 'From 2006, increase the area of land managed
according to BMP'; and

MTL2 states that 'From 2006, increase the area of land used in
accordance with land capability'.

Undertake a thorough pre and post mining risk assessment with respect to
long term impacts on soils and land capability both within the mine site and
within the Catchment.

1.2 Surface and Ground Water

The EA needs to:

address the potential impacts on surface and ground water quality and
quantity, especially with regard to clean water, dirty water and contaminated
water. Impacts need to be identified and mitigation measures and safeguards
addressed. Water treatment proposals need to be completely addressed
including risk assessments and long term impacts addressed;

address the potential impacts on groundwater, especially with regard to likely
quantities and qualities of groundwater intercepted, treatment and disposal
methods, likely impacts on the availability of groundwater to other uses
including river systems and GDE's;

include a detailed water balance including both surface and groundwater
interceptions, extractions, water uses including coal handling and processing,
reject disposal, etc and the interactions with Water Sharing Plans;

consider the impacts and safeguards especially in consideration of the
management targets within the Namoi CAP:

MTW2 states that 'From 2006, maintain or improve surface and ground
water quality suitable for irrigation, raw drinking water and aquatic
ecosystem protection at Gunnedah, Narrabri and Goangra;.....'

All Correspondence − PO Box 546 GUNNEDAH NSW 2380
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undertake a thorough pre and post mining risk assessment with respect to
long term impacts on surface and ground water both within the mine site and
within the Catchment.

1.3 Flora and Fauna

The EA should address and consider the following:

@

@

the potential impacts on both fauna and flora from clearing, specifically
fragmentation of vegetation, destruction of habitat, corridor loss, edge effects,
increased predation and weed introduction;

Regional Vegetation Communities (NCMA 2009) and the established
benchmarks, especially when addressing rehabilitation and revegetation;

riparian areas need to be identified, terrestrial and aquatic impacts assessed
and mitigation measures and safeguards addressed;

significant natural features including threatened species, geological features
and aboriginal cultural heritage issues. Potential impacts need to be identified
and mitigation measures and safeguards addressed; and

thoroughly explore options for Biodiversity offset areas.

The EA needs to consider the impacts and safeguards especially in consideration of
the management targets within the Namoi CAP:

MTB1 states that 'From 2006, maintain or improve the extent, distribution and
condition of existing native vegetation of the catchment';

MTB2 states that 'From 2006, support the recovery of priority fauna
populations, and Threatened Species, Populations and Communities'; and

MTB3 states that 'From 2006, reduce the economic and environmental
impacts of targeted invasive plants and animals.'

The EA needs to undertake a thorough pre and post mining risk assessment with
respect to long term impacts on fauna and flora both within the mine site and within
the Catchment.

1.4 Cultural Heritage

The EA should address and consider the potential impacts on aboriginal cultural
heritage especially with regard to clearing and potential loss of significant aboriginal
cultural sites. Mitigation measures and safeguards need to be addressed and
assessed.

Additionally, the EA needs to:

consider the impacts and safeguards especially in consideration of the
management targets within the Namoi CAP:

All Correspondence − PO Box 546 GUNNEDAH NSW 2380
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MTP1 states that 'From 2006, continually improve people's recognition of,
and attitude to, NRM issues and appropriate management practices',

undertake a thorough pre and post mining risk assessment with respect to
long term impacts on cultural heritage both within the mine site and within the
Catchment.

1.5 Traffic, Transport, Noise, Vibration, Air Quality, Visual Amenity, Site
services and Waste management

The EA should address and consider the potential impacts, mitigation measures and
safeguards on all of the above issues especially with regard to impacts on both the
local and broader catchment community.

The EA needs to consider the impacts and safeguards especially in consideration of
the management targets within the Namoi CAP:

MTP3 states that 'From 2006, improve the economic stability and well being
of people in the Namoi catchment'.

The EA needs to undertake a thorough pre and post mining risk assessment with
respect to long term impacts of the above issues on local and catchment
communities.

1.6 Rehabilitation

The EA needs to consider and address the following:

proposed methods of rehabilitation, land uses and final landforms which
should be similar to current land uses and landforms. Detailed plans of
proposed landforms including the location and specifications of
emplacements and voids should be included in the EA;

impacts of clearing, access and rehabilitation on the current and proposed
long−term land uses. These activities have the potential to result in soil
degradation and erosion and off site sedimentation, reduced water quality,
weed invasion and changes to vegetation communities and therefore altered
land use and management;

reject disposal and the methods for rehabilitation and long term land uses,
especially with regards to the potential for salinity and pH impacts on soils,
surface and groundwater;

measures to mitigate impacts and safeguard against impacts need to be
addressed in the EA.

The EA needs to consider the impacts and safeguards especially in consideration of
the following management targets in the Namoi CAP:

MTL1 states that 'From 2006, increase the area of land managed according to
BMP'; and
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MTL2 states that 'From 2006, increase the area of land used in accordance
with land capability'.

MTB1 states that 'From 2006, maintain or improve the extent, distribution and
condition of existing native vegetation of the catchment';

MTW2 states that 'From 2006, maintain or improve surface and ground water
quality suitable for irrigation, raw drinking water and aquatic ecosystem
protection at Gunnedah, Narrabri and Goangra;.....';

MTP3 states that 'From 2006, improve the economic stability and well being
of people in the Namoi catchment'.

The EA needs to undertake a thorough pre and post mining risk assessment with
respect to long term rehabilitation and land uses both within the mine site and within
the Catchment.

1.7 Social and Economic Considerations

The EA needs to address the potential negative and positive social and economic
impacts of the development specifically on the catchment community. The
cumulative social and economic impacts on the both rural and urban communities
needs to be considered and mitigation measures and safeguards need to be
considered.

The following EA needs to consider the impacts and safeguards especially in
consideration of the management target within the Namoi CAP:

MTP3 states that 'From 2006, improve the economic stability and well being
of people in the Namoi catchment'.

The EA needs to undertake a thorough pre and post mining risk assessment with
respect to long term social and economic considerations both for the mine site and
within the Catchment.

In concluding, if you need to discuss the matters outlined above further, please do
not hesitate to contact Glenn Bailey on (02) 6742 9204.

Yours Sincerely?

Bruce Brown
General Manager

ry

f"

2 \ −J%

Namoi Catchment Management Authority
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Annexure 1

EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES
OBJECTIVE

To progress a policy on extractive industries in the Namoi Valley which is consistent with
Namoi Catchment Management Authority's vision "Vibrant Communities and Landscapes for
the Future".

PREAMBLE

The Namoi Catchment Management Authority (Namoi CMA):

Accepts the Catchment, a discreet hydrological unit of the Murray−Darling Basin, as the most
appropriate scale to effectively plan, integrate, monitor and evaluate, land and water
management actions and outcomes.

Recognises that the communities within the Catchment expect the Namoi CMA to deliver
environmental outcomes as identified in the Catchment Action Plan and to address significant
impacts on its four key regional 'assets':

• native plants and animals;

• surface and groundwater ecosystems;

• the landscape; and

• people and their communities.

Recognises that extractive industries compete for a wide range of resources including the
natural resources of land, water, air and visual amenity and, in particular, may:

e make a significant contribution to greenhouse gas emissions;

e impact on the landscape, with rehabilitation resulting in an artificial rather than natural
topography and leaving visual scars, with initial mounds, terminal pits and
permanently altered geological structure resulting in possible permanent land−use
change;

e impact on surface runoff and rivers, physically and chemically, from the change in
landform from open cut mining and subsidence from underground mining;

• impact on groundwater flows due to the interception of aquifers;

• result in clearing and loss of habitat;

e result in a severe degradation or loss of agricultural land, and displacement of some
agricultural industries;
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require labour migration to the region to avoid labour shortages and/or increased
labour costs;

lead to loss of tourism income;

impact on community health, via dust pollution generated during blasting, loading and
transport of mineral products and exposure to heavy metals; and may

result in other social impacts, such as disempowering of communities, loss of "place",
population growth followed by decline, and breakdown of social ties and community
cohesion.

Recognises that the exploration for and development of extractive industries within the
Catchment has the potential to deliver substantial benefits to Catchment communities for the
life of the extractive activity, such as:

• provision of energy;

• direct and indirect employment, leading to:

regional prosperity and wealth creation;
retention of young people and population growth; and
improved infrastructure and services,

e increased local expenditure on goods and services;

• private sector funding for community development;

• increased gross national product and gross regional product;

• tax revenue streams to government.
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POLIC Y

Namoi Catchment Management Authority has a duty to advise and make recommendations to
the Australian and NSW Governments to ensure that the Catchment assets are sustained. To
this end Namoi CMA:

assumes a leadership role in advising on the impact of extractive industries in the
Namoi Catchment, recognising that the NSW Government is the determining authority
for mine approval and licensing;

• acknowledges that exploration for minerals, gas and energy resources shall continue;

e adopts the Precautionary PrincipleI on extractive industries in the Namoi Catchment;

opposes new mine approvals in the Namoi Catchment in the absence of a rigorous risk
management assessment of cumulative impacts on the four key regional assets;

seeks to ensure that in−depth baseline natural resource management (NRM) databases
are in place to ensure that adequate monitoring and evaluation of all extractive
industry developments can take place;

seeks to identify key Catchment assets then seeks to identify the risks to those assets;

seeks to have the Catchment Action Plan considered during the approval process;

supports the ten (10) International Council of Mining and Metals (ICMM) Principles;

agrees to engage in constructive dialogue with the Australian/NSW Minerals Council
on the risk management assessment together with the implementation and evaluation
of the applicable ICMM principles; and

will seek the reimbursement of public NRM investment funds, from the developer,
where these investments are impacted upon by mining or exploration, for reinvestment
within the Namoi Catchment to maintain or improve the four key regional assets.

The Precautionary Principle is defined under Australia's 1992 Inter Governmental Agreement on the
Environment as: "Where there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full
scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental
degradation. In the application of the precautionary principle, private and public decisions should be
guided by:

(i) careful evaluation to avoid, wherever practical, serious or irreversible damage to the
environment; and

(ii) an assessment of the risk weighted consequences of various options.
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