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Minutes: Minutes of the 16th Meeting of the Maules Creek Coal Community Consultative Committee Wednesday 15 February 2017 

Held at the Boggabri Golf Club, Gunnedah Road, Boggabri NSW 2382 
 

Members Present:  Peter Wilkinson (PWi) – Whitehaven Coal (WHC), Darren Swain (DS) – WHC, Scott Mitchell (SM) – WHC, Carolyn Nancarrow (CN) – Community, 

Kerrie Clarke (KC) – Environmental Representative, Robert Kneale (RK) – Councillor (alternative), Narrabri Council 

 

Observers:  Kristen Gollogly (KG) – WHC, Libby Laird (LL) - Community 
 

 

Independent Facilitator / Chair for CCC:  David Ross (DR)        Independent Secretary:  Debbie Corlet (DC) 
  

 Agenda Items  Who to Present 

1. Welcome and Introductions DR 

2. Apologies DR 

3. Declaration of pecuniary or other interests  DR 

4. Confirmation of the minutes of the previous meetings 

a. Discussion on minutes for 16 November 2016 

DR 

5. Business arising from the previous minutes 

a. Action list distributed 

DR 

6. Correspondence ALL 

7. Company Reports and overview of activities: 

a. Progress at the mine 

b. Monitoring and environmental performance 

c. Community complaints and response to complaints 

d. Information provided to the community and any feedback 

PWi and SM 

8. General Business ALL 

9. Next Meeting to be agreed ALL 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 | P a g e  

 

Agenda Item Discussion  Action/By Whom 

1. Welcome by David Ross 
 

DR thanked everyone for attending the meeting.   

 

2. Apologies 
 

Lloyd Finlay (LF) from Narrabri Council. 

 

David made everyone aware of the recent resignations – Wayne Griffiths, Jason Davis & Peter Watson. With DS’s 

assistance advertising has gone out to invite community members to be part of the CCC. Applications closed last 

Friday 10 Feb. 

 

3. Declaration of pecuniary or other interests 
 

David advised he is paid a fee to chair these meetings. 

 

4. Confirmation of the minutes of the previous meetings (16 November 2016) 
 

DR – A copy of the initial draft will be issued by myself one week after a meeting. Members of the CCC have one 

(1) week to provide comments on that draft.  

 

CN moved that the minutes be approved; seconded by PWi. 

 

5. Business arising from the previous minutes – Action List Distributed 
 

DR – Advised that there were several actions for him to follow up on from the previous meeting. 

 

DR – The summary of the mandatory Environmental Audit is very close to being finalised – so DR will keep this 

action open until it is available.  

 

DR – To chase up the NSW Health Study (Development Assessment Guideline on Dust) and where it is at. DR has 

spoken to NSW Health who noted that Alex Greenwich MP has requested information from the Health Minister on 

where this is at. Has been a delay (in providing that response) due to change of Minister but should be available in 

the next few weeks.  

 

KC – community has commented that the dust has increased over the years. We have been trying to track this data 

from you for a few years now. Community needs the data. I’ve missed the last 2 meetings but I still haven’t seen 

anything. So, can you can give us some confidence that you’ll provide this data? 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION 1 – DR to obtain a 
copy of the mandatory 
Environmental Audit 
summary once it is 
published. 

 

ACTION 2 – DR to chase up 
NSW Health Study 
(Development Assessment 
Guideline on Dust). 
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Agenda Item Discussion  Action/By Whom 

DR – asked WHC – you’ve described some of your dust practices (in the WHC response to November CCC actions). 

With KC’s question – do you want to take that on notice. 

 

PWi – in the process of organising a community meeting. 

 

KC – when do you think this will happen? 

 

PWi – couple of months. 

 

SM – remember there is already a significant amount of data on the website. You can download anything from the 

website.  

 

KC – EPA’s response – not happy with the negative values being included in those reports. It is not possible to have 

negative data. 

 

SM – it has been addressed by the EPA. The instruments have been audited. Its operating how it is supposed to be. 

 

KC – it’s been recorded but it should be removed from your data source.  

 

DS – we are reporting to the EPA and in compliance with EPA. We are reporting as required. If we are supposed to 

report differently – we will. IF the EPA tells us to change something – we will. 

 

PWi – those negative values – we’ve made a suggestion to change to 0 or something but they said NO. 

 

KC – I will take that up with the EPA. They should instruct that the negative values be removed – replacing with a 

zero is not OK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Correspondence 
 

David tabled a series of questions received from AC and KC. Taken on notice by WHC. 

ACTION 3 – WHC to 
respond to tabled 
questions 

7. Company reports and overview of activities 
 

PWi – explained that Maules Creek are operating at 10.5Mtpa rate at half year end and ROM and saleable coal 

production for the first half was 4.36Mt and 4.01Mt respectively – higher by 32% and 27% respectively.  
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Agenda Item Discussion  Action/By Whom 

KC – asked about the clearing. She mentioned that some environmental groups had expressed concerns about the 

clearing. WHC to stop clearing Leard State Forest and on sacred sites. Letters have been sent and they are very 

concerned.  Attending a recent conference ‘Restore, Regenerate, Revegetate” at UNE. The main theme was that we 

must retain our remnant vegetation – the offset system is putting native vegetation into decline as it doesn’t work.  

Experts at the conference said that areas cleared vegetation, especially for mining, will never ever be restored back 

to what it was. We must retain remnant vegetation and restore highly damaged areas. 

 

PWi – said he refuted the statement. 

 

PWi – our offsets are 4 to 1. 

 

KC – with the offsets – how much of the offset area includes threatened species from within the communities. 

Andrew Wright (WHC) gave a talk at the conference about what is happening. How much of the offset area is being 

fenced off and protected from stock? Andrew replied that the properties owned by WHC had fences, there was 

new fencing going up as well. Impacts also because of pigs. 

 

PWi – we do have a feral animal eradication program. 

 

SM – there was a slide up at the last CCC – we had a display. The weed management. Summary of capture rates – 

to keep people informed. Significant amount of work going on.  11 people employed on that project.  

 

KC – I wasn’t at the last meeting so didn’t see the presentation. Can we get these presentations for these meetings? 

 

SM – Andrew sits on a committee with Government within LLS. Different government agencies. So, he’ll be the best 

person to talk to. Definitely, in relation to feral animals.   

 

SM – there is a lot of work being done.  

 

PWi – continued with the presentation. Training a lot of people from scratch now. Indigenous 13 or 14%. We keep 

trying to keep the percentage of women up as well.  

 

DR – maybe more details of employment at next CCC meeting?  

 

PWi – we are currently putting on 8 people per month. We started with experienced people from outside the area 

who can end up going back to their local area. If you train local people – it may take more time because they don’t 

have the experience yet but you don’t get that turnover of people leaving which works out in the long run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION 4 – SM to advise if 
a copy of the presentation 
can be given to the CCC. 
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Agenda Item Discussion  Action/By Whom 

 

SM – Monitoring for the last quarter. We’ve performed well from an environmental perspective. No noise problems 

to report. Water quality was consistent.  

 

CN – would have thought the dust would have been high – especially in December. Due to harvesting. Very late 

harvest but it doesn’t seem to show that it was high. 

 

SM – page 11 – February – a few spikes – touching 30. Compared to the previous quarter – we had a lot of rain. 

 

PWi – compared to other quarters it was high. Studies wind / direction – dust from the north.  

 

KC – can we get wind direction on these reports. 

 

SM – prevailing wind direction page 4. 

 

KC – are they the same locations – dust and noise.  

 

SM – Air quality locations – some are in the same locations and some aren’t. SM explained the “Complaints” slide 

which shows a breakdown for each category. So yes, there has been an influx of complaints compared to last 

quarter. Table shows how they are tracking for the year.  

 

DR – What is Other? 

 

SM – complaint about vegetation clearing – alleged clearing in an area. Still in the approval processes. TSR area. 

 

KC – I have some pictures of the clearing area and showed the pictures in Crown Land to Committee.  

 

PWi – we need to maintain fire tracks. 

 

KC – don’t you need permission before you clear?  

 

PWi – we’ll check that out. We keep in touch with Forestry.  

 

KC – this is Crown land.  

 

PWi – send a complaint in and then we can respond to that complaint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION 5 – PWi to advise if 
they need permission to 
clear. 

 

ACTION 6 – WHC to advise 
on complaints received re 
clearing. 
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Agenda Item Discussion  Action/By Whom 

 

KC – so this is a different one – the other one was for TSR. Have you been approached with a complaint? 

 

PWi – member complained to the Department saying we had cleared but WHC haven’t cleared. 

 

KC – I had an email the other day but maybe it is a different area. 

 

SM – Community Slide – 26 new employees from the Narrabri Shire – from Oct 16 to end of January 17. 

 

DS – 105 existing personnel trained on trucks – all from the local area.  

 

DS – explained the slide about Fundraising for November and what has been achieved to date. DS explained that 

there was a RAP meeting here in December (Registered Aboriginal Parties) with 10-15 people turning up of c. 180 

across the State. 

 

SM – RAP – any concerns or issues – feedback on what is coming up. 

 

KC – what’s happened with our (Aboriginal) representative here. 

 

DR – previous rep has resigned due to work commitments. With Darren’s assistance, we are going through the 

advertisements including an aboriginal member. 

 

RK – have you got percentages about (number of WHC staff employed from) Narrabri Shire? 

 

PWi – people come from outside – numbers of brand new people – pretty even from Narrabri and Gunnedah. 

 

PWi – let’s get you the data first. We’ve had people employed from Narrabri and then moved to Gunnedah. I don’t 

know the percentage of people from outside – there are other mining areas around the country.  

 

RK – where are the offices for Programmed and TESA? 

 

PWi – their office is in Gunnedah.  

 

DS –Most of the applications are done online. Rather than a face to face. You’d have to go and do a medical 

somewhere and then turn up to work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION 7 – WHC to advise 
breakdown of where staff 
are coming from. 
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Agenda Item Discussion  Action/By Whom 

RK – anything I can take back to Council about the numbers and where people are coming from. 

 

PWi – a lot will have come from outside. They trained local people as well and probably favoured Narrabri – it is just 

a fact that people favour Gunnedah.   We can conduct a survey – discussion between WHC and Council.  

8. General Business  

 

KC – questions from Anna as tabled by DR earlier – Agenda items. A lot of these questions need to be addressed 

today. 

 

PWi – we’ll taken them on notice. 

 

KC – Maules Creek Water Management Plan – zone 11? 

 

DS – read the EA. 

 

KC – Biodiversity – fenced off from where? 

 

SM – We don’t have that detailed information with us today, we will bring it to the next meeting. 

 

KC – Fields nursery – had a tour during the conference. Revegetation stock. Quite interesting. They had seeds 

collected for WHC from the offsets but I didn’t see any seed of species from threatened communities? Could we 

have a species list of collected seed? I have asked for this since my first meeting.  

 

DR – is it possible to get Andrew (WHC Biodiversity Specialist) to a meeting? 

 

KC – will he have a species list? 

 

SM – there has been one (a summary) up on the website since last year. 

 

DR – let’s try and get Andrew to the meeting. 

 

DS – give him these questions so he can prepare for the meeting properly.  

 

KC – clearing happening now – is there seed collection at the same time? 

 

SM – yes that’s correct. David Carr. 

 

ACTION 8 – WHC to 
respond to Anna’s Agenda 
Item questions within four 
weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION 9 – WHC to 
provide where the 
Biodiversity is fenced off 
from where? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8 | P a g e  

 

Agenda Item Discussion  Action/By Whom 

 

KC – so do you want me to ask David Carr for details on species.  

 

SM – No, go through us.  

 

DR – discussed the groups he and some of the other CCC members are involved in. Leard Forest Environmental 

Trust – DS, CN and SM are involved in this group. Trust has been in place for approximately 1 year which involves 

the 3 coal mines. Each mine allocates money to Trust to be used for environmental improvement projects by 

community groups within a 25k radius (of the forest). Groups outside of that area can apply to have grants 

undertaken in that area. 

 

Funding previously has been provided for projects at the showground and public school. The next round of 

funding is now open until 28th April 2017. Info is on Narrabri and Gunnedah Shire Council’s website and I think 

Facebook pages.  So please spread the word. 

 

Trust – advanced notice – DR will discuss with CCC, once new members come on board, the possibility of a 

member joining the Trust.  

 

From other CCC’s there was an action on David to keep in touch with Steven Cox, OEH – re Biodiversity reforms 

and finding who in OEH would be responsible for any future community consultation on the reforms.  David has 

spoken to Steven about this but there is no one in OEH who has been specifically allocated that role yet. 

 

Combined CCC scheduled to meet in May. Community members to discuss in that meeting whether they want the 

combined CCC to be held every six months rather than annually, at present.  

 

CN – Cars parked too close to the corner on the Highway. Have had an older lady who has contacted me to ask 

you about that as she can’t see around the corner to see if any cars are coming. Can you move further down the 

street?  

  

PWi – Yes, we can look at.  

 

KC – Crown Land Road 57 – DP 75 4940.  Concerns by community of vegetation clearance (as referred to on page 

6). 

 

KG – we have recently received a question from Crown Land which we are looking into, but I’m not sure if it is the 

same location which KC is referring to? 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION 10 – DR to 
coordinate questions for 
Andrew for the next 
meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION 11 – DR to keep in 
touch with Stephen Cox re 
OEH & Biodiversity 
Reforms and when 
consultation might be 
coming to Boggabri. 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION 12 – PWi to 
investigate corner and 
moving the parked WHC 
cars. 
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Agenda Item Discussion  Action/By Whom 

KC – monitoring by a citizen’s monitoring group on 26th September found significant discrepancies between its 

own monitoring and that taken at site NM1. 

 

PWi – We will dispute that noise. 

 

DS – AC sent an email and I have replied to that. Essentially our comment was “we don’t believe there is an issue 

and if there are concerns they should be directed to the EPA”. 

 

DR – CWA tabled a letter to WHC last year.  WHC have responded to that letter in the last couple of weeks.  

 

DS – comment about CCC Guidelines – go through those with the new members and some of the messages in the 

Guidelines. Will leave to the Chairman’s discretion to read through.  

 

DR – thank you.  In addition to what DS said – I was hoping to come today with a Code of Conduct Agreement for 

each of you to sign - I have one to sign myself.  But because we don’t have many on the CCC today – we will hold 

off until we have a full CCC at the next meeting and then get everyone to sign off then.  

 

DS – we are working with groups within the community to see where we can help. The hospital / the community 

etc. Maybe now with more manpower – we can get around to more. 

 

CN – explained that a new website is nearly ready to go live called www.boggabri.com – we have a website and 

already have the minutes.  

 

DR – when will that website be up and running?  

 

CN – has a few meetings to sort that out. Will be in touch with everyone.   

 

DR – when we have the full CCC you can raise it with everyone then.  

 

 

ACTION 13 – WHC to 
report back on findings 
from investigations in 
Crown Land clearance. 

9. Next meeting date to be agreed 
 

Proposed dates for the rest of the year - every 3 months - 17 May, 16 August and 15 November.  

For May –  joint CCC 18 May.  Normally on the Thursday afternoon.  

David thanked everyone for their time.  

 

 

Meeting Closed: 3:32 pm 
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Appendix 1: Actions 

 

Page No Action No Description  Date Raised 

2 1 DR to obtain a copy of the mandatory Environmental Audit Summary once it is published. 15 Feb 17 

2 2 DR to chase up NSW Health Study (Development Assessment Guideline on Dust). 15 Feb 17 

3 3 WHC to respond to tabled questions.  15 Feb 17 

4 4 SM to advise if a copy of the presentation can be given to the CCC. 15 Feb 17 

5 5 PWi to advise if they need permission to clear. 15 Feb 17 

5 6 WHC to advise on complaints received re clearing. 15 Feb 17 

6 7 WHC to advise breakdown of where staff are coming from. 15 Feb 17 

7 8 WHC to respond to AC’s Agenda Item questions within four weeks. 15 Feb 17 

7 9 WHC to provide where the Biodiversity is fenced off from where? 

 

15 Feb 17 

8 10 DR to coordinate questions for Andrew for the next meeting. 15 Feb 17 

8 11 DR to keep in touch with Stephen Cox re OEH & Biodiversity Reforms and when consultation might be coming to 
Boggabri. 

15 Feb 17 

9 12 PWi to investigate corner and moving the parked WHC cars. 15 Feb 17 

9 13 WHC to report back on findings from investigations in Crown Land clearance. 15 Feb 17 

 


































