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Notes: Notes of the 38th Meeting of the Maules Creek Coal Community Consultative Committee Wednesday 24 August 2022 
Held at the Maules Creek plus Site Tour 

 
 
Members Present:  Elizabeth O’Hara (EOH) – Community Representative, Emma Bulkeley (EB) – WHC, Michelle Henry (MH) – Narrabri Shire Council, Steve Eather (SE) 

– Community Representative, Talan Breaden (TB) – WHC 
 
 
Apologies: Clr Brett Dickinson (BD) – Narrabri Shire Council, Darren Swain (DS) – WHC, Libby Laird (LL) – Maules Creek Community Representative, Lyndell 

Crowley (LC) – Community Representative, Robyn Grover (RG) – Community Representative  
 
 
Independent Chair:  David Ross (DR)           Independent Secretary:  Debbie Corlet (DC) 
  

 Agenda Items  Who to Present 

1. Welcome and Apologies DR 

2. Declaration of pecuniary or other interests DR 

3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting – Wednesday 25 May 2022 DR 

4. Business arising from the previous minutes – Action List Distributed DR 

5. Site Tour WHC 

6. Next Meeting – Wednesday 26 October 2022 ALL 
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Agenda Item Discussion  Action/By Whom 

1. Welcome and Apologies – DR welcomed everyone. DR confirmed with members whether they had received his 

previous email about the resignations of Jack Warnock and Simmone Moodie.    

ACTION 1 – DR to 
send letters of 
thanks to Jack 

Warnock & Simmone 
Moodie 

2. Declaration of pecuniary or other interests – DR is paid a fee as chair as is DC for typing the minutes.  

EOH has a small bundle of WHC shares.  

 

3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting – The CCC endorsed the minutes from the 

previous meeting as being an appropriate reflection of what was discussed.  

 

4. Business Arising from the previous minutes 
DR – Members have received responses to actions from the previous meeting.  There were no further comments or 
questions on these. 
 
Members were then provided with hard copies of the monitoring report and a presentation handed out to give a 
summary of MCCM’s activities over the past quarter. DR invited members to read the material and ask any questions of 
EB or himself in the following days. 
 

 

5. Site Tour 
 
Members were shown around the lower ROM and main ROM before spending time at the viewing platform to 
gain a wider perspective of mine operations. Mine staff described to members what was taking place in front 
of them (i.e. the various activities and machinery being used). After much time was spent at the viewing 
platform, members then were taken near where the autonomous truck fleet is operating, before seeing one 
of the revegetation sites. 
 
There were a number of questions that EB, TB, and BM responded to. These included noting that: 
 

• The Mine uses between 200,00 – 250,000 litres of diesel a day with approximately 8 days of usage stored on site. 
• There were blasts occurring on the Friday and following Monday after the site tour took place.  
• There are multiple trucks fitted out for autonomous usage, current circuit has 12autonomous trucks operating. 

They are operating in their own discrete area with numbers operating dependent on the haulage route and 
distance. They are no longer in a pilot phase but rather are involved in standard operations now. Members were 
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informed that another autonomous truck fleet is currently being set up. Full operations for the existing 
autonomous fleet commenced around February 2022.  

• The end of life for the mine, in line with conditions, is 2034. 

• During rehabilitation, one of the first steps when it comes to revegetation is to seed with native grass plus a cover 
crop of millet. Contractors are engaged to undertake weed management. This is undertaken through the use of 
personnel with backpacks spot spraying weeds.  

• Many of the dead trees from clearing are retained. They are erected as they are good for birds of prey. Other trees 
are left on the ground as habitat for other small animals.  

 
EOH had questions concerning the dams subject to an ‘enforceable undertaking’, some of which were pointed out on 
the tour. In response, EB noted that: 

• Four high wall dams were built to divert clean water from the clean water catchment above the mine away from the 

mining operation.  

• The water is diverted through a series of pumped infrastructure and released from a clean water discharge point 

draining towards Back Creek. Due to insufficient inflows from catchments, the dams are yet to be commissioned.  

• The establishment of the dams was undertaken in accordance with the enforceable undertaking. 

 

6. Next meeting date– Next meeting will be on Wednesday 26 October 2022 at 2:00 pm, back at Boggabri Golf Club.  

 

Meeting Closed:  3:20 pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 1: Actions 

 

Page No Action No Description  Date Raised 

2 1 DR to send letters of thanks to Jack and Simmone 24 August 2022 
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Environmental Monitoring Report 
For the Q2 period, April – June 2022 

 

Attended Noise Monitoring 
Maules Creek Coal (MCC) engaged an independent acoustic consultant to conduct LAeq (15minutes) and LA1 (1 minute) 
attended noise monitoring at six monitoring locations on site. The monitoring was carried out over April to June 2022. 

A. LAeq, 15minute; GENERATED BY MCCM AGAINST OPERATIONAL DAY NOISE CRITERIA; APRIL – JUNE 2022. 
The results show that MCCM is within EPL 20221 compliance limits, that operations did not exceed the applicable LAeq 
(15minute) criteria of 35dB and the EPA's Noise Policy for Industry compliance guidelines.  

Table 1 - April Noise Monitoring 

 
 
Table 2 – May Noise Monitoring 

 
 


